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Abstract

The phenomenon of targeted assassinations of scientists and military commanders of the
Islamic Republic of Iran by actors such as the United States of America and the Israeli
regime has raised fundamental questions in the field of international law, particularly human
rights law. This study aims to analyze these acts within the framework of international
human rights and to assess their characterization as international crimes. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on foundational human rights instruments such as
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and International Humanitarian
Law, the findings indicate that targeted killings outside the framework of armed conflicts
constitute a clear violation of fundamental principles such as the right to life, the prohibition
of extrajudicial executions, and the right to a fair trial. Furthermore, based on the criteria for
the formation of international crimes—including gravity, systematic nature, and breaches of
peremptory norms—it is argued that such assassinations may amount to crimes against
humanity, as they form part of an organized and widespread policy directed against a civilian
group or specific population for political purposes. The article further elaborates on the
international responsibility of violating states and explores avenues for prosecuting these
crimes before international tribunals.
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