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Abstract

Despite the explicit emphasis of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the
central role of culture, there exists a theoretical gap in the systematic elaboration of the
“rights and duties of cultural actors” at the intersection of Imami jurisprudence and public
law. This ambiguity has led to inconsistencies in the performance of cultural institutions and
a lack of clarity regarding the scope of their authority and responsibilities. The main
objective of this research is to extract and conceptualize the rights and duties of cultural
actors, both governmental and non-governmental, through a comparative method between
the foundations of cultural jurisprudence and the principles of constitutional law in Iran. The
findings reveal that, within the jurisprudential-legal framework of the Islamic Republic,
cultural actors hold a “dual position”: they simultaneously enjoy certain “rights” such as the
right to policy-making, oversight, and access to information resources, while also being
bound by “duties” including the preservation of Islamic-Iranian identity, equitable
distribution of resources, and transparency. The study particularly emphasizes the emergence
of the “theory of augmented responsibility” for governmental actors in comparison with their
non-governmental counterparts. The conclusion suggests that the efficiency of the cultural
governance system depends on a shift from a merely duty-oriented approach toward a
“responsibility-oriented” model, in which the exercise of each right entails accountability for
achieving measurable performance indicators. Ultimately, this research proposes a hybrid
framework based on “legal normative rights” and “value-based jurisprudential duties” as a
suitable model for organizing the domain of cultural governance.

Keywords: Cultural actors, cultural governance, cultural rights, jurisprudence of culture,
duty-oriented law.
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