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Abstract

Vandalism, in addition to its conventional criminal dimensions, has always been a matter of
concern for legal systems due to its infringement upon cultural heritage, public and private
property, and the foundations of collective life. In dealing with children and adolescents who
commit this crime, the criminal justice approach must be designed with full consideration of
their “cultural rights,” including the right to opportunities for resocialization, rehabilitation,
reform, and the preservation of their inherent dignity. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical method and with an emphasis on the judicial practice of Tehran courts, explores
the application of juvenile procedural rules in cases related to vandalism. The findings reveal
that although courts seemingly consider factors such as intellectual maturity and family
circumstances, in practice, the absence of a clear framework for protecting their cultural
rights—such as access to cultural-educational programs as alternatives to imprisonment or
restitution—has hindered the full realization of the rehabilitative and corrective objectives of
the law. Drawing upon jurisprudential foundations and child-protective legal principles, this
article highlights the necessity of formulating “differential criminal policies for children and
adolescents” in judicial processes, with an emphasis on cultural and educational
policymaking. It proposes practical solutions for institutionalizing the protection of the
cultural rights of children and adolescents in vandalism cases.
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1. Vandalism
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1. Moral Agancy
2. Attribution capability
3. Social Disorganization Theory
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1. Strain Theory
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1. Labeling Theory
2. Restorative justice
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